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INSTRUCTIONS to Committees of Relief Districts, extrSeteil fr^' • '/ 
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Commissioners appointed in-i-B fe-reW r’ 
to the apprehended Scarcity. 




Ordered, by Tlie House of Commons, to he Printed, 30 March 1846. 



Dublin Castle, 28 February 1846. 

* I 'HE Commission having had under their consideration the necessity of esta- 
X ^ blishing local committees, properly organised, in the several districts vphere 
destitution is likely to prevail, through whose superintendence the approach 
and progress of disiress in such localities may be watched, and the means of 
relief administered according to the instructions of Government; 

It is Resolved, 

1. That lieutenants of counties be requested to form committees for con- 
veniently-sized relief districts, in those cases where it shall be established, on 
good and sufficient grounds, that very comsiderable loss of the potato crop has 
been sustained, and that extreme distress is near at hand, lhat these com- 
mittees be comprised of the following classes ; 

Lieutenant or Deputy-lieutenant of the County ; 

Magistrates of Petty Sessions ; 

Officer of Board of Works ; 

Clergymen of all persuasions ; 

Chairman of Poor-law Union of the locality ; 

Poor-law Guardians of electoral district or districts ; 

Coast Guard Officer, where a%^ailable ; 

Resident Magistrate ; 

and such other active and intelligent gentlemen as the Lieutenant may 
select. ’’ 

2. That each committee should hold regular periodical meetings at a place 
or places to be fixed by them, where all committee business should be trans- 
acted ; and that regular minutes should be kept of their proceedings in a book 
to be supplied to them from this Commission, and that three members should 
be a quorum. 

^ 3. That such committee should make themselves acquainted with the pro- 
visions of the Act 1 Viet. c. 21, and the amendoients to this Act now in 
progress through Parliament, which are intended to afford a summary method 
of affording relief by means of public works ; observing, that it is desirable, in 
order to facilitate the operations of that statute within the district, that all 
memorials from special sessions held under this Act should be accompanied by 
proper plans, sections, and estimates of the works proposed to be constructed. 

4. That a most im])ortant duty of the committee will be to promote, by every 
means in their power, the most profitable and most natural sources of emploj'- 
ment in their district, by stimulating private enterjirise ; by urging the im- 
provement and drainage of farms and estates, and by promulgating a knowledffe 
of the facilities afforded by the Legislature for these objects, manv of which 
are now under the consideration of Parliament, to meet the present emergency. 

To supply the committee with the necessar}' information, copies of the 
following documents will be forwarded to them : 

Address to Landed Pi’oprietors, from the Roj'al Agricultural Society. 
Act 1 Viet. c. 21, for facilitating Public Works. 

Estate Drainage Act. 

J?*- Amendments 
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Amendments of Drainage Act. 

Amendment of Board of Works Act, enabling Proprietors to borrow 
Money for Improvements. 

Grand Jury Presentments Act. 

Fishery Piers Act. 

5. That it is evident, and is also in strict accordance with the views and 
instructions of the Government, that the landholders and other ratepayers arc 
the parties both legally and morally answerable for affording due relief to the 
destitute poor, and that the same parties are, from their local influence, and 
then- knowledge of the situation and wants of the people in their neighbour- 
hood, best able to furnish such relief without waste or misdirection of the 
means employed. 

That the measures to be adopted by the officers of Government are to be 
considered merely as auxiliary to those which it is the duty of the persons 
possessed of property in each neighbourhood to adopt. 

That the local committee should, therefore, put themselves in communication 
with such persons, and should solicit subscriptions from them proportioned to 
their means, and to the extent of distress in the locality to which they belong. 

That where, notwithstanding such subscriptions, some assistance is likely to 
be required from the Government, a list'of the suras subscribed, together with 
a list of the landlords who do not contribute, should be confidentially brought 
under the notice of the Lord Lieutenant, who, after due consideration of the 
case, will determine on the sum to be contributed from the funds at his dis- 
posal in aid of the local subscription. 

But those landlords are not to be considered in the list of persons refusing 
to contribute, who, by farm drainage, by other works of a more general nature 
on their estates, or by residence and employment, enable their tenants to meet 
the present emergency without an appeal to the public assistance. 

In cases where there may arise a scarcity of food within a district, or the 
price of food may have been artificially raised, the Government will be prepared 
to transmit to the local committee, at cost price, including the expense of 
carriage, a quantity of food coiTesponding to the amount of the subscriptions 
paid in for that purpose, and to place that food in the hands of the local com- 
mittee for distribution, on their own responsibility, at cost price, or as wages 
of labour to destitute persons employed on local works, or when absolute desti- 
tution is united with inability to labour, in gratuitous donations. 

6. That some few and very particular instances may occur in which the 
necessary relief cannot be afforded by funds derived, from the proprietors, or 
voluntary associations, of the district. 

In such instances, stations will be established in the distressed localities for 
the distribution of relief, subject to the rules hereafter detailed. The distri- 
bution of such relief will be conducted by the commissary-general, through the 
agency of the commissariat, of the coast guard, or of the constabulary, with 
the co-operation of the local committee of the district, whose duty will be par- 
ticularly directed to the selection of proper objects for relief, the preservation 
of the stores, and the accurate account of their appropriation, which will be 
duly entered on their records. 

7. Tliat in cases wherein any assistance is afforded by Government, either in 
aid of local subscriptions, or otherwise, the following rules are to be invariably 
observed in the administration of relief : 

1st. A task of work shall be required from every person capable of giving it, 
wl)0 applies for relief. 

2d. The payments for the work performed shall be made in food, and shall 
in every case be limited to such a quantity of food as will he sufficient to sup- 
port the workman and the helpless persons of his family. 

3d. If in any case it be impracticable to pay in food, the payments in money 
shall be limited to what is absolutely necessary for the above purpose. 

4th. Gratuitous relief shall be afforded only to those persons who are entirely 
incapable of giving a day’s work, and who have no able-bodied relative on 
whom they are dependent, and in these cases only in which their reception in 
the workhouse of the union to which they belong is, from want of room, im- 
practicable : and, lastly, 

5th. The 
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5th. The works in which destitute persons are emnlnvprl cn«.n 
cution of some public improvement, approved of by^ this Commission Sfn 
or adjacent to the distressed locality, and shall be such as will Kp panaW f 

l^roved™®'*' “'■‘^““rtances of the people are 

8. 1 hat the committee should obtain townland lists, with minute renorts of 
aie encumstanees of each family from whom application frrelfTaTbe 
mlv n’s**^ ^ ““‘‘"SS. certificates or tickets should be given to such 

only as are ascertained to be without means of providing food for tSiir families ■ 
tha such certificates or tickets be the authority to thi superton^^^^ 
public works for receiving the persons to whom they are g?aS a“d ftafa 

Xorto h“ ‘ r cLmitTee Tpr"^ 

a book to be supplied for that purpose by this Commission. 

I***® committee should be prepared with plans or suggestions of 
Zo“r i‘n''*^ll public raprovement, for the employment of the destitute^ 

poor in all cases where relief is given to the able-bodied ; on which plans the 
county surveyor will report to this Commission, ^ 

10. That the secretary, or pei-son officiating as such, of the committee 
should take charge of the books, correspondence, and other documents ■ and 
in those instances in which it may be iecessary to kee^i an acZut of the 
tZcTs't n f Commission wUl take m'eans t“Jre frZ 

pr;“kt5{Z:ZlSrm"^^^^ ^ 

J- P. Kennedy, Secretary, 
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